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TRADITIONAL

SUNDAY
LUNCH

3 courses £18 – 2 courses £15
LARGE PARTIES CATERED FOR.
LARGE FUNCTION ROOM FOR 
WEDDINGS & CELEBRATIONS.
Please contact Shaw Country Hotel 

on 01225 702836 / 790321
shawcountryhotel@hotmail.co.uk

“The Town Team and
Blooming Melksham have
spent many hours enhanc-
ing the centre of our town,
cleaning up those forgotten
corners, planting extra
flowers and helping the
Friends of St Michael's to
bring order to our old
churchyard. 
“The fruits of all these

hours are becoming appar-
ent, and in the South West
in Bloom competition their
labours were awarded a
Silver Gilt prize, with two
special awards going to
our local pubs. The Golden
Fleece at Folly Lane, Shaw
was deemed the best deco-
rated licensed premises in
the South West, with the
Bear coming second. A
wonderful accolade for
them and a sign of how our
community really does
work together. Well done
to everybody involved.
“Our town is growing,

and this brings new resi-
dents here, we hope that
you will join in with our
well established events,
join in the many groups and
clubs, come to shows and
films, in general, become a
part of us. If you do so, you
will find everybody very
welcoming and your life
will become richer.
“Our townscape is

vibrant, new businesses
replacing others, the Post
Office staying in Church
Street, our Tuesday Market
growing, having just cele-
brated its first birthday.
“Some of the long-

awaited building works
have started, the new For-
est and Sandridge School
in Snarlton Lane, the relo-
cation of Herman Miller to
Bowerhill - this will bring
the link road from the
A350 into Bowerhill,
meaning shorter journeys
for businesses and staff. 
“The ground works have

started at Woolmore Farm
for the relocation of the
football and rugby clubs to
their purpose-built facili-
ties. These facilities will
enable both groups to con-
tinue with their training of
young people and help the
senior teams to play at
higher levels.
“Then we have our

community Campus; plan-
ning has been given for
this, the contractors agreed
and we will soon see work
start at Melksham House.
Ours will be the biggest
campus in Wiltshire at a
cost of £28million. This
shows the confidence that
there is for our town.
“In conjunction with the

Campus, work will take
place next year on reorgan-
ising the Market Place,
new access to Melksham
House, and the whole area
resurfaced to match the
rest of town. Plans for the
Market Place will soon be
exhibited in the Town Hall
for everybody to comment
on.
“Another exciting event

is the production of a
Neighbourhood Plan for
our area. This is about land
usage for the next 20
years, about where we
want development to take
place, and more important-
ly, where we wish to retain
our open spaces. 
“Both the Parish and the

Town Councils are work-
ing together on this, but
the most important part of
the exercise is what the
public want; this is some-
thing you will all be hear-
ing a lot more about in the
next year. Remember it is
very important that you
have your say, so come
along to any of the planned
workshops and let the
groups know your feelings.
“As is very obvious, our

town is growing, this past
year has seen more trains
stopping at Melksham, it is
pleasing to realise that this
has been very well sup-
ported, greater passenger
numbers than had been
projected. Public transport
is a vital link, both to the
environment, reducing car
journeys and enabling peo-
ple to function without a
car, so you will soon see
new bus shelters arriving
to make waiting for a bus
more comfortable.
“One of the long awaited

developments is the new
build of the Wilts and Berks
canal; this is in the planning
process, and if this is suc-
cessful it will bring a
wealth of opportunities to
our town. I am sure that this

is also something that we
will hear much more about
in the near future.
“We are lucky in having,

in the Assembly Hall, a
superb facility available to
us. We have seen the recent
Fayre, the films throughout
the year, national names of
comedians coming to our
town, live screening of
shows, ‘Warhorse’ being a
great example, local groups
giving shows and the annu-
al Panto. 
“This will continue in

2015 - we are even hosting
the South West in Bloom
seminar in February. This
is our hall, we should be
rightly proud and continue
to use and attend events
here, saving on the trans-
port to other larger towns.
“The Police recently

launched their community
messaging initiative; this is
an excellent way for us to
reach them and for the
Police to spread the word
of any concerns they have.
If you are not already part
of this, I would suggest
you become involved, it
really works.
“What makes Melksham

such a great place to live is
its community, the people,
you and me. The Town
Council have recently
joined in the Time Credits
scheme; this means that if
you take part in a town
event, a clean up, commu-
nity gardening or similar,
you are eligible for a credit
which can be used against
tickets for Assembly Hall
events, for swimming ses-
sions and much more, so by
volunteering to enhance our
town you are being thanked
by something concrete.
“So Melksham is thriv-

ing; a perfect example of
this is in our fantastic
Christmas lights, people
giving of their time to
enhance our town. We are
right to be proud of all that
goes on in our community,
it a very special place.
“So may I take this

opportunity to wish every-
body in Melksham a very
Happy Christmas and to
say, keep on working and
enjoying all that is on
offer.”

TERRI WELCH, 
TOWN MAYOR 

Continued from front page
MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

what you are after! Pop
into shops in the town to
select a festive gift, buy a
gift voucher from a local
business, or browse home-
made crafts and homemade
cakes at a local market or
Christmas fair. Melksham
has a lot to offer. 
“Melksham boasts a

variety of shops which
might have that perfect gift
or treat for Christmas. This
includes Gompels with
their selection of fra-
grances, Newman & Sons
family butchers and their
range of meats, Petstown
with a variety of Christmas
pet gifts as well as many
more traders in the town
with lots to offer.”
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Shop locally
this ChristmasPupils to be

safe and seen 

HOUSEBUILDER Tay-
lor Wimpey provided
high-visibility slap bands
to children at The Manor
C of E Primary School to
help keep them safe on
their walk to school.
The donation was made

to mark road safety week –
which ran from Monday
17th to Friday 21st
November at the school –
and to encourage children
and parents to make walk-
ing to school part of their
daily routine.
Taylor Wimpey provided

100 fluorescent slap bands
to help pupils stay visible to
drivers during the winter.
Kerry Haines, head-

teacher said, “We’d like to
say thank you to Taylor
Wimpey for this kind
donation of high-visibility
slap bands which will help
our pupils to stay safe on
their walk to school.”
Charlie Joseph, regional

sales and marketing director
for Taylor Wimpey said,
“We are committed to sup-
porting the communities in
which we build our high-

quality new homes, and this
donation is an excellent
example of the way we can
help schools and other loca-
tion organisations. We hope
our high-visibility slap bands
will help keep the children
safe during the darker winter
months and encourage them
to walk to school more regu-
larly. More children walking
will also help reduce the
number of cars on the road
at the beginning and end of
the school day.”
Weavers Gate has a

selection of four and five-
bedroom houses currently
available. For more infor-
mation, property-seekers
can visit the Sales and
Information Centre, or can
call 01225 439265.
Details about Taylor

Wimpey developments
across the region are avail-
able by calling 01454
628484, or visit www.tay
lorwimpey.co.uk.
Pictured: Children at

The Manor Church of
England VC Primary
School with teacher
Kirsty-May Cleverly
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